
DOWRY SYSTEM IN MODERN AGE

In the south, the bride price system is more prevalent, and is When dowry evolved in the Vedic period, it was.

Despite of knowledge of transactions happening between two families, girls do not intervene since they feel
that they do not have a say in all that. Arguably, the custom of dowry is one the largest obstacles to
confronting India on her road to social and economic justice. The reasons for this can be both a lack of
enforcement of the law as well as a lack of understanding of the long-term causes and the reason why this
practice started. The rise in living standards has led to a growing culture of greed. He cites two studies from
the early 20th century with data to suggest that this pattern of dowry in upper castes and bridewealth in lower
castes has persisted through the first half of the 20th century. At times the demands can include land and
houses as well!! Bridewealth was restricted to the lower castes , who were not allowed to give dowry. Since
marriages in India are a time for big celebrations in each family, they tend to be very lavish. And in most
cases, the capacity of the wife or her parents and the source of the funds are never tracked. Yes, it is very
much stoppable!! Women should insist on marrying only those men not immature boys! Other countries in the
region, like Pakistan and Bangladesh, have faced similar obstacles in their social and economic growth,
despite the existence of legislation against such practices. An apprehension of insecurity that the son,
following his marriage, may not look after them in old age tends to be yet another incentive. They should have
confidence in their own ability to provide for their family. Girls should take a strong stand when they face
situations of adverse effects. Date  Available eyewitness observations from ancient India give a different
picture. A 'morally wrong' custom? A big steel box peti use to be arranged for storing these articles much
before the marriage. Sometimes, due to their abetment to commit suicide, the bride may end up setting herself
on fire. The cruelty could be in the form of verbal attacks or may be accompanied by beating or harassment in
order to force the woman or her family to yield to dowry demands. I had highlighted in my earlier posts on
foeticide that the modern dowry system has numerous adverse effects on the position of women within Indian
families. Arrian first book mentions a lack of dowry, They these ancient Indian people make their marriages
accordance with this principle, for in selecting a bride they care nothing whether she has a dowry and a
handsome fortune, but look only to her beauty and other advantages of the outward person. Many girls also
feel that dowry is their right which parents must give them at the time of marriage. India is a party to several
international human rights instruments which provide theoretical remedies to the dowry problems. In , the
Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act was passed, which added an additional layer of protection
from dowry harassment. They should be encouraged to have a career. Between and , India recorded over 40,
dowry-related deaths , which are over 10 times more than the combined fatalities of the Kashmir conflict, the
Naxalite rebellion, and insurgencies in Northeast India during the same period. In the north, marriage usually
follows a patrilocal lives with husband's family system, where the groom is a non-related member of the
family. Accordingly, Indian weddings usually involve considerable expenditure and accompanying wedding
presents from relatives in both sides of the family. In the last couple of decades, the commercialized, modern
dowry had developed from a social institution that provided some security and equality within young
marriages to a deadly reality that many young Indian women are forced to face, largely alone. I always
believed that Dowry System must have evolved thousands of years ago in our culture and must have been
based on the idea of gift giving. It is important to understand that unless this problem is addressed at its root,
little change can be achieved. Circa  Thus, the increasing pressure on parents having to save up for dowries
has caused many families to see daughters as an economic burden.


