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Although he is eventually shot and killed by a police sniper, one of the hostages, an antitrust lawyer named
Michael Brock, is concerned by what he has learned and feels compelled to investigate further. If you like
legal thrillers filled with corporate intrigue, you? I think I will never be able to give a Grisham book less than
three stars as I always enjoy them for the story alone. I feel strongly about this issue as many are providing
help without hope around the world. What Grisham is presenting here is basically a call to action to help the
homeless or what Christians might call a social Gospel but without the Gospel. Brock finds his way to the 14th
Street Legal Clinic, where he meets Mordecai Green, an advocate for the homeless. Charles Spencer wrote in
the Sunday Telegraph that "no one does it better than Grisham" and that the book is "as unputdownable as
ever". This would be fine for a secular author but Grisham claims he is a Christian with a deep private faith. In
fact, the better part of the novel concerns the midlife crisis of its hero, Michael Brock, and his evolution from
selfish, money-grubbing yuppie to selfless advocate for the poor. Plot[ edit ] A homeless man, identifying
himself only as "Mister," enters the offices of the powerful Washington D. Although "The Street Lawyer" will
doubtless leap to the top of the best-seller lists, the reader in search of real courtroom drama would be better
off turning on CNN or Court TV. Matters are not helped by Grisham's atrocious dialogue. If he chooses to
leave the big city firm, he will lose not only his reputation, his admiration of family and friends, but a
significant chunk of income to the tune of a million dollars a year. Ruby - a homeless woman addicted to
crack. It will not be the fulfillment they are looking for if they are not also told the truth about Jesus. The firm
makes a deal where Brock has his license temporarily suspended, while they settle for a large amount of
money and fire the partner whose actions led to the young family's deaths. Green, along with his abrasive but
brilliant staff, work to provide legal help to the most downtrodden members of society. The experience strikes
a chord with Brock and he strives to find what happened to cause this man to come and do this. Mordecai
Green - a street lawyer. Brock tries to help her get over her addiction so she can see her son again. He also
meets a young homeless advocate named Megan and they start a relationship. Tillman Gantry - former pimp,
small-time hustler, and twice convicted felon, who owned the apartments where the illegal eviction took place.
A man, whom he hardly notices on the elevator, except for the smell, walks into the firm and takes Brock
hostage along with several of his co-workers. He quickly takes nine lawyers hostage, threatening to blow them
all away with what looks like homemade explosives. Who is the most ambitious and who will earn the most
money? True to form, John Grisham gives us another novel against a legal backdrop. Brock takes a
confidential file, intending to copy it, but is quickly suspected of its theft. As in previous Grisham novels,
there is no subtlety or nuance to Michael's story: Grisham's lawyerly even Manichean outlook leads him to
depict everyone and every action as positive or negative, idealistic or venal, good or evil. He carefully weaves
a riveting tale that will have you turning pages, anxious to see the fate of Michael Brock along with the cast of
characters he has created. This is a must-read. One says, "The law is a higher calling. This leads to the
severing of his links to his previous white collar life, as his already-dying marriage officially ends in an
amicable divorce. Grisham is too busy charging ahead to bother fleshing out any of these developments with
the sort of emotional or physical detail that might make them feel plausible or real. But that is not enough and
doesn't get to the heart of a person's problems in life. Megan - Brock's later love interest who works at the
women's homeless shelter. One problem with this stilted, jerry-built novel is that Grisham has never been
particularly good at creating characters with any real emotional depth, and in "The Street Lawyer," he's chosen
to tell a story that's more character-driven than ever before. When the story begins, he has aspirations of being
named a partner of the firm, and his wife is on her way to becoming a high-paying doctor. He's quit one job
and taken another; moved from a cushy Georgetown apartment into a barren little flat; broken up with his wife
and found a new girlfriend; been arrested and put in jail, and found meaning in his life. They all die of carbon
monoxide poisoning when snow blocks the exhaust pipe of their car. To all appearances, they have it made.
John Grisham Publicidade The Street Lawyer by John Grisham is a novel about an attorney, Michael Brock,
who struggles with the decision to leave a prestigious law firm to work as an advocate for the homeless. The
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result is a perfunctory brand-name novel with an unlikable hero, a slapdash plot and some truly awful prose.
It's not just that viewers of CNN's "Burden of Proof" and Court TV are familiar with legal lingo and
procedure; it's also that in our adversarial culture, court cases have become a paradigm of how we grapple
with the world. In fact, Grisham would have us believe that Mister's jeremiad about homelessness has induced
a sudden change of heart in Michael, that it has made him want to abandon the fast-track corporate life and go
into public-interest law. Not only does it entertain, it gives a wake up call to the plight of the homeless.


