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Search Engines Search engines search broadly across the web. What types of sources should I review books,
journal articles, websites; scholarly versus popular sources? Glendale, CA: Pyrczak Publishing. Step 4:
Analyze the literature Once you have identified and located the articles for your review, you need to analyze
them and organize them before you begin writing: Overview the articles: Skim the articles to get an idea of the
general purpose and content of the article focus your reading here on the abstract, introduction and first few
paragraphs, the conclusion of each article. Objectivity -- is the author's perspective even-handed or
prejudicial? Show how your work grows from or relates to work that has already been done. Persuasiveness --
which of the author's theses are most convincing or least convincing? What methods have they used to study
the problem? Do not use extensive quotes as a substitute for your own summary and interpretation of the
literature. Access Our Library Anywhere! A review organized in this manner would shift between time
periods within each section according to the point made. If you include studies prior to the past five years that
are not landmark studies, you should defend why you have chosen these rather than more current ones. Import
your references into your RefWorks account see: Refworks Import Directions for guide on how to do this from
different databases. If you do include tables as part of your review each must be accompanied by an analysis
that summarizes, interprets and synthesizes the literature that you have charted in the table. Need Help? In
other words, a chronological review would have subsections for each vital time period; a thematic review
would have subtopics based upon factors that relate to the theme or issue. This is called citation tracking and
there are a number of sources that can help you identify who has cited whom, particularly scholars from
outside of your discipline. Note however that more authentic thematic reviews tend to break away from
chronological order. Onwuegbuzie, Anthony J. You will need to experiment with different searches, such as
limiting your search to descriptors that appear only in the document titles, or in both the document title and in
the abstract. Review not just what scholars are saying, but how are they saying it. The literature review
answers why you should conduct your research. You should have a rough idea of your strategy before you
start writing. Read them to get a sense of the types of themes you might want to look for in your own research
or to identify ways to organize your final review. The Oxford Handbook of Interdisciplinarity. This approach
helps highlight ethical issues which you should be aware of and consider as you go through your own study.
Should I summarize, synthesize, or critique sources by discussing a common theme or issue? For example:
Look at what results have emerged in qualitative versus quantitative research Discuss how the topic has been
approached by empirical versus theoretical scholarship Divide the literature into sociological, historical, and
cultural sources Theoretical A literature review is often the foundation for a theoretical framework. You can
use it to discuss various theories, models, and definitions of key concepts. Resolve conflicts amongst
seemingly contradictory previous studies. Use Evidence A literature review section is, in this sense, just like
any other academic research paper. Critique the research methodologies used in the studies, and distinguish
between assertions the author's opinion and actual research findings derived from empirical evidence. Your
interpretation of the available sources must be backed up with evidence [citations] that demonstrates that what
you are saying is valid. Select useful quotes that you may want to include in your review. Following Cronon,
the racial and class politics of wilderness preservation was a theme taken up by several scholars in the late s
and early s, who researched the material effects of conservation politics on indigenous and rural Americans
Catton ; Spence ; Jacoby  Develop the context of your research. Point the way in fulfilling a need for
additional research. Does the work ultimately contribute in any significant way to an understanding of the
subject? Why do a literature review? In what ways might geographers view the need for better distribution of
social service agencies in large cities than how social workers might study the issue? The purpose of a
literature review is to highlight a void in the research that your study will fill. Be Selective Select only the
most important points in each source to highlight in the review. Use the search feature in the academic
database to search only for studies published in peer-reviewed journals.


