
CLASSICAL ARGUEMENT

Today, rhetorical scholars still use strategies from the classical era to conceptualize argument. However, whereas oral
discourse was the main focus of the.

How can I demonstrate that these are valid arguments? There is always some common ground â€” find it. Last
Updated: 31 January Hits: Understand how to make and refute arguments. Identify the intended audience,
purpose, context, media, voice, tone, and persona. The parts of a classical argument are arranged logically.
Organization According to classical rhetoric, after educating readers about the complexity of the subject that
you are addressing, you should establish your thesisâ€”that is, your primary claim about the topic. Solutions
Vegetarian diets are healthier and easier on the environment. He called on the Arab countries to establish a
Holy War to drive out the Americans. And this sense of incompleteness leaves readers dissatisfied and
sometimes less likely to accept your argument. In summary, the Classical Argument is a basic approach to the
art of persuasion. Also, avoid attacking your audience's claims as exaggerated. Use Metaphors To help readers
appreciate the urgency or significance of a topic, writers use metaphor. Perhaps you could soften your readers'
thoughts about this problem by mentioning the number of Arabs who have died. Articulate reasons: your
claim needs to be supported by reasons and evidence A reason is a sub-claim that supports your main claim.
Their reasons for hiding may be totally ethical. Otherwise, your readers may reject your ideas because they
recognize that you have misrepresented yourself. Her introduction thus established her topic as both worthy of
consideration and a point of conflict. Show that the opposition has some merit but is flawed in some way.
Most of the arguments used in the confirmation tend to be of the inartistic kind, but artistic proofs can also be
used to support this section. As determined by the context for their argument, writers provide these thesis
statements in their introductions or their conclusions. The wrap-up is an excellent place to utilize some
emotional appeals. Like a judge who must decide a case based on the law rather than on intuition, your
teachers want to see that you can analyze an issue as "objectively" as possible. Note: It is not always easy to
determine which ideas your readers will take for granted and which ones they are likely to question. Despite
the forced choices that clever rhetoricians present, few subjects that are worth arguing about can be reduced to
yes, always, or no, never. This will take place over several paragraphs. See examples on page Limit your claim
with qualifiers such as: perhaps, often, probably, maybe, generally, usually, sometimes, likely, etc. Show that
the reasoning used by the opposition is flawed: in other words, that it contains logical fallacies. Alternatively,
if PETA assumes that its audience already agrees with their position, then perhaps the gruesome images are
called for. Of course, your professor may require some variations, but here is the basic format for an
Aristotelian, or classical, argumentative essay: Introduce your issue. Development It's true that some
arguments are won on appeals to emotion. Moreover, reasonable audiences often have more than one response
to an argument. When considering likely counterarguments, you may want to elaborate on which of your
opponent's claims about the problem are correct. When it is pertinent, therefore, you should concede any
instances in which your opponents' counterarguments have merit. Perhaps their primary audience is animal
activists and their goal is to motivate the activists to fight harder or make more financial contributions. A
discussion of background information and definition of terms can constitute a substantial part of your
argument when you are writing for uninformed audiences, or it can constitute a minor part of your argument
when you are writing for more informed audiences. What are the long-range implications? Where can I find
the facts and testimony that will support my arguments? Once you have developed your claim that some land
should be set aside for the Palestinians, you might try to explore some of the "common ground" and call for
Israelis and Arabs to seek out a higher goal expressed by both Jewish and Muslim peoplesâ€”that is, the desire
for peace. Search for a Compromise and Call for a Higher Interest Occasionally--particularly in emotionally
stressful situations--authors extensively develop counterarguments. You should consider an inductive structure
to your argument when your audience is likely to be threatened by your subject or your position on it. For
example, throughout Into the Wilderness--Victimization and the Criminal Justice System, Joseph Scaglione
characterizes the criminal justice system as a "wilderness" that victimizes Americans while protecting
criminals. If readers dislike the manner of your presentation, they may reject your facts, too. How can I deal
with them? Since the writer needs to focus on grabbing and focusing attention rather than making the audience
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feel comfortable before beginning the argument, a written classical argument usually condenses these two
elements into one.


