
WRITING AUTOBIOGRAPHY TEACHING ESL

Help middle school students develop and understand the craft of writing by teaching them how to write their own
autobiographies.

If you have the time, have students compile the worksheets and decorate them with illustrations to create
scrapbooks of their lives. Post Instructional Did students understand and follow the writing process? You can
use other students' work from previous years or higher-level classes to give the class an idea of what you're
looking for. Photo Credits. Tell the new student not to worry about writing in English--she can use pictures to
convey her ideas. She can also write in her native language if that seems appropriate. She has arrived in your
classroom while students are working on writing autobiographies. The time line and scrapbook pieces can be
used to support their writing. Their names are Writing Autobiographies Your ESL students probably come
from all corners of the globe, and they undoubtedly have interesting stories to tell. What parts of this story are
you able to visualize? There are many strategies for supporting your ESL students with major writing
assignments. Require your students to present their work to the class. Discuss what devices authors use to
make the stories compelling. You can use autobiographies to practice general English language skills such as
writing, vocabulary building and pronunciation, or to teach specific grammar points. How are the paragraphs?
Allow the new student to work with another student, preferably one who speaks her native language. The
scrapbooks may help students organize their writing in the next step. The rest of the class can then guess who
wrote it. My favorite hobbies are Students can also use the worksheets to make autobiographical scrapbooks.
One of my favorite memories from childhood is Give them a few questions whose answers will make up the
autobiography. This piece will be peer reviewed and teacher reviewed before publishing. For example, you
might expect a higher-level student to write something like "I am taking English right now because I would
like to work in an international company. Did students enjoy thinking about their personal lives, families, and
goals for the future? Provide Support In order to excel at writing an autobiography, ESL students at all levels
of English proficiency will probably need instructional accommodations. What should you do? For more
advanced classes, only provide a prompt for what to include in an autobiography. Part Two: Who I Am Today
Step 4: Discuss with students that family is important to shaping character, but individuals can also be
influenced by people who aren't related to them. Are there any parts of this story that could be left out? Step 2:
Tell students they will be writing about their personal family history and important events in their lives that
have shaped who they are today. You can even look for picture books, bilingual books, or books written in
students' native language. Are there grammar mistakes? After looking through her work, you can help her
create a list of words that she can use to label her illustrations.


