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Power Struggle Between Leon Trotsky And Joseph Stalin History Essay It marked the death of the countries leader
Lenin, and now Stalin and Trotsky would.

In retrospect, it is astonishing just how confident were Trotsky and his supporters like Victor Serge, Isaac
Deutscher, and James Cannon in a coming proletarian revolution that would sweep away the Stalin regime.
The Republican government established a new "nationalist people's army and a national people's party" â€”
the Kuomintang. The proletarian revolution Trotsky had expected to spread and take hold elsewhere had been
stymied. They wrote open letters acknowledging their mistakes and were readmitted to the Communist Party
in June , after a six-month cooling-off period. With Soviet help, the Republic of China built up the nationalist
people's army. The opposition leaders were able to blame the Politburo majority for a series of foreign
setbacks: Britain's rupture of diplomatic relations with the USSR, the assassination of the Soviet ambassador
in Warsaw, and especially the crushing of the Chinese Communists by Chiang-Kai-shek. In , Lenin,
appreciating his organizational talents, chose Stalin for the position of General Secretary of the Communist
Party. Severely debilitated, he went into semi-retirement and moved to his dacha in Gorki. Old Bolsheviks,
such as Zinoviev and Kamenev, stood accused of conspiring against the Soviet government. Perhaps Stalin,
Trotsky surmised, now seemed content with partitioning Eastern Europe with the German fascists. Trotsky
refused to accept the Congress decision and was thereupon exiled to Alma Ata in Central Asia. As
reconstituted just after the Congress, the Politburo had three new full members: Molotov, Voroshilov, and
Kalinin, all loyal henchmen of Stalin's. The girl from Nikolaev was known as Mrs. At the age of eighteen, he
enthusiastically embraced Marxism. The differences may be briefly formulated thus: Trotsky declared that it
was impossible to build socialism in Russia because the peasants did not want it. Trotsky had made a tactical
error. But they were no match for the Bukharin-Stalin alliance. Despite a difficult relationship with his father,
Leon worked tirelessly for him in Paris. He reports his observation of the composition of his class: "the
tale-bearers and envious at one pole, the frank, courageous boys at the other, and the neutral, vacillating mass
in the middle. But he did not act as gunman, and he did not pocket the proceeds. The Left Opposition might
dislodge Stalin from within without directly challenging state power. During the summer he joined the
Bolshevik Party, although he clearly implied that his only reason for doing so was that the party had belatedly
adopted the analysis and tactical line which he had espoused all along. Always considered an outsider by the
older Bolsheviks, he had been a brilliant military organizer, but was proving less adept at the cutthroat world
of party politics. So did their grandson, Esteban Volkov, who had been living with them. But no one regarded
Stalin as the most eminent of the three. From the Show Trials, ever more outlandish tales about Trotsky were
spun. In his teens he went to Nikolaev, met a number of populists, became enamored of a girl in the group,
and accepted the populist doctrine. Table of Contents The Struggle for Power Throughout the summer of ,
Lenin lay close to death, and a lull settled over the political struggle. Together the three formed what was
referred to as the "troika," or "triumvirate"; as Lenin inched closer to death, they launched a series of attacks
on Trotsky in party meetings, drawing on his writings and speeches from his years as a Menshevik to attack
him for disloyalty to his own movement. In an article submitted to Pravda, Trotsky climaxed opposition
criticism by calling on his adherents to follow the example of Clemenceau who had opened the way to take
over as French premier by attacking his predecessor's failures in World War I in case war engulfed the USSR
a prospect taken seriously by the Communists in  The United Opposition demanded, among other things,
greater freedom of expression within the Communist Party and less bureaucracy. With this power, he would
steadily place his supporters in positions of authority. In January the Central Committee removed Trotsky
from the War Commissariat, even though he remained in uneasy possession of a seat on the Politburo. Stalin
eventually earned a place in Lenin's inner circle and the highest echelons of the Bolshevik hierarchy. His
amazing success can be attributed to a combination of his own political genius and the mistakes that his rivals
persisted in making. Trotsky prevented Mercader from inflicting another, fatal blow and battled for his life
until his bodyguards arrived. As a result the Trotskyites had to retreat into a position comparable to that of the
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prewar Social Democrats, opposing all existing governments and declaring that there could be no basic
improvement unless they took power. Lenin criticised Stalin's rude manners, excessive power, ambition and
politics, and suggested that Stalin should be removed from the position of General Secretary.


