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As such, it's difficult to find the patience for Heidegger's idiosyncratic and nearly impenetrable language: I
might have better luck with Beowulf in the orignial. Air is now set upon to yield nitrogen, the earth to yield
ore, ore to yield uranium, for example; uranium is set up to yield atomic energy, which can be unleashed either
for destructive or for peaceful purposes. Only when we allow our attention to rest on this fundamental
characteristic does that which is new in modern technology show itself to us. The rule of enframing threatens
man with the possibility that it could be denied to him to enter into a more original revealing and hence to
experience the call of a more primal truth. This is a danger. Even the power plant with its turbines and
generators is a man-made means to an end established by man. Such challenging happens in that the energy
concealed in nature is unlocked, what is unlocked is transformed, what is transformed is stored up, what is
stored up is in turn distributed, and what is distributed is switched about ever anew. For to posit ends and
procure and utilize the means to them is a human activity. The whole complex of these contrivances is
technology. Even the jet aircraft and the high-frequency apparatus are means to ends. Heidegger pre-empts the
accusation that this view no longer holds true for modern, machine-powered technology. As he states, this
threat "does not come in the first instance from the potentially lethal machines and apparatus of technology".
Only the true brings us into a free relationship with that which concerns us from out of its essence. He
suggests that there are two dominant ways of understanding technology. Jul 31, John Carter McKnight rated it
liked it This is as difficult a book to review as it is to read. It is the realm of revealing, i. Heidegger is
concerned with questioning the essence of technology and in particular, modern technology, which he
understands as something different to older, pre-industrialised forms of technology. This revealing gathers
together in advance the form and the matter of ship or house, with a view to the finished thing envisaged as
completed, and from this gathering determines the manner of its construction. Modern technology places
humans in standing-reserve. He is made subordinate to the orderability of cellulose, which for its part is
challenged forth by the need for paper, which is then delivered to newspapers and illustrated magazines. They
are different but united by their revealing. Technology is a mode of revealing. The manufacture and utilization
of equipment, tools, and machines, the manufactured and used things themselves, and the needs and ends that
they serve, all belong to what technology is. The field that the peasant formerly cultivated and set in order
appears differently than it did when to set in order still meant to take care of and maintain. How is this so?
However, in order to be correct, this fixing by no means needs to uncover the thing in question in its essence.
Everyone knows the two statements that answer our question. Within what do such things as means and end
belong? The actual threat has already afflicted man in his essence. On the other hand, all those things that are
so familiar to us and are standard parts of assembly, such as rods, pistons, and chassis, belong to the
technological. Enframing means the way of revealing that holds sway in the essence of modern technology
and that is itself nothing technological. Such a realm is art. Heidegger refers to this as enframing. For every
bringing-forth is grounded in revealing. All ways of thinking, more or less perceptibly, lead through language
in a manner that is extraordinary. A radar station is of course less simple than a weather vane. Technology is a
way of revealing.


