
AN ANALYSIS OF THE SONGS IN TWO KINDS BY AMY TAN

and find homework help for other Two Kinds questions at eNotes. is the significance of the two halves of the songs
"Pleading Child" and "Perfectly Contented" in "Two Kinds"? What is the theme, or central idea, of "Two Kinds" by Amy
Tan?.

The main character of the story is Jing Mei Amy Tan who is also the protagonist in the story. Some
combination of the two? Determined to thwart her mother's ambitions, Jing-mei neglects practicing the piano.
While first published in as one of the Songs of Innocence there are strong reasons why Blake moved it to the
Experience1 section of the edition. In addition, Jing-mei has no desire to cooperate with her mother. The
mother had stated that there are only two types of daughters. Amy Tan does not clarify who was right and who
was wrong between the two women and their relationship, but certain scenes allow the readers to have their
own interpretation. Jing-mei doesn't show promise in this area, either. When offered the piano, it shut the door
to her childhood. America gave her that. She's not precisely sure where her daughter's talents lie, but she is
sure that her daughter possesses great ability â€” it is simply a matter of finding the right avenue for Jing-mei's
talents. Everything has been predigested for mass consumption. During the ensuing quarrel, Jing-mei shouts
the most hateful thing she can summon: "I wish I'd never been born! This book explores the various ways that
mothers and daughters relate to each other as the daughters are struggling to forge their own place in the
world. In other words, he had an actual plan mapped out instead of just winging it. Chong's efforts are so
sincere that Jing-mei picks up the basics, but she is so determined not to cooperate that she plays very badly.
Woo suddenly retreats and never mentions the piano again. Two kinds of daughters and at the end Jing Mei
plays two different song learning that it is two halves to one. This story shows that Jing Mei and her mother
had disagreed about many things but in the end Jing Mei learns what it all really means. Her mother is the
antagonist, who is always urging Jing Mei to try new things and discover new talents. Jing Mei realized that
her mother only meant that she could be an obedient child by listening to her mother while at the same time
follow her own heart and want her own prodigy in life. What is wrong with that? The daughter realizes that
her mother impacted her life more than she ever understood, but ran out of time together before she could
show her appreciation. As previously said, the piano also has different meaning to the mother and daughter.
She does not question the validity of these sources. Two kinds of daughters and at the end Jing Mei plays two
different song learning that it is two halves to one. To discover the fallacy of Mrs. Woo hits upon the answer:
Jing-mei will be a piano virtuoso. Woo's reasoning, all we have to do is contrast Waverly's instant fascination
with chess to Jing-mei's refusal to practice the piano. As she is packing her mother's things, she sits down to
play the piano for the first time in many years. As the pressure built up, Jing-mei could not take it anymore. As
the test continued, the questions began to get harder and harder. It is not enough that Jing-mei be merely
successful, however. Jing-mei will not have to undergo any of her mother's hardships â€” the terror and
privations of war, the tragedy of losing children, and the difficulties of settling in a new culture. The last
paragraph in this story also indicates the theme of two halves being equal to one. The piano lessons
symbolizes the pressure on Jing-Mei to be a prodigy because she did not want to learn how to play. Her
mother had only wanted her to do her best. Jing-mei piano days ended after she humiliated herself at a talent
show in front of all her friends and family. In , she was named U. Jing Mei realized that her mother only meant
that she could be an obedient child by listening to her mother while at the same time follow her own heart and
want her own prodigy in life. The title two kinds explain in detail a lot about the story itself. Through out the
story Jing Mei seems to be a complicated character having many inner and outer conflicts. She looks back
over the music that she formerly shunned and discovers something that she hadn't noticed before.


