
A PLOT ANALYSIS OF THE TRAGEDY OEDIPUS REX

Oedipus Rex is a tragedy in classical style plot. Kreon brings news that Thebes suffers because late king Laios's murder
has not been avenged. This is the exposition of the dramatic conflict of finding out the mystery of king Laios murder.

Aristotle is rightly says that Oedipus Rex is a model tragedy. So is the proclamation which Oedipus makes
about including even himself within the jurisdiction of the punishment which he announces for those who may
harbour or have intercourse with the killer of Laius. In his Poetics, Aristotle held it up as the exemplary Greek
tragedy. At long last, after a much heated debate Tiresias discloses to Oedipus that Oedipus murdered the King
Laius. This paper shows what the play is saying about fate and free will. What does all this mean, when we
stop and analyse it in terms of the interplay between fate and personal actions in Oedipus the King? This
ancient concept and theory are still highly discussed and used to analyze numerous pieces of literature to this
day. Here are some ways our essay examples library can help you with your assignment: Brainstorm a strong,
interesting topic Learn what works and what doesn't from the reader's perspective. When a messenger from
Corinth arrives with news of the death of King Polybus, Oedipus shocks everyone with his apparent happiness
at the news, as he sees this as proof that he can never kill his father, although he still fears that he may
somehow commit incest with his mother. In his dying moments, the hapless villain realises that, in seeking to
avert the prophecy, he had, in fact, helped it to come true. Dismayed by this allegation, Creon requests
evidence, however, afore doing anything, Jocasta enters the room with an aim of mediating Jocasta was the
wife to the late king Laius and also sister to Prince Creon and currently the wife to Oedipus. The play has the
perfect Aristotelian tragic plot consisting of paripeteia, anagnorisis and catastrophe; it has the perfect tragic
character that suffers from happiness to misery due to hamartia tragic flaw and the play evokes pity and fear
that produces the tragic effect, catharsis a purging of emotion. The general pattern of the story is that of
finding of a lost one. This is similar to the story of Oedipus the King. As the play opens, a priest and the
Chorus of Theban elders are calling on King Oedipus to aid them with the plague which has been sent by
Apollo to ravage the city. With all now finally revealed, Oedipus curses himself and his tragic destiny and
stumbles off, as the Chorus laments how even a great man can be felled by fate. It assumes a certain amount of
background knowledge of his story, which Greek audiences would have known well, although much of the
background is also explained as the action unfolds. This happens at the palace of the Theban King Oedipus.
Are these essay examples edited? Oedipus is an ideal character that, by the end of the play, shows he has
morals. Teiresias states that Oedipus is the murderer, but since the king knows himself to be innocent or thinks
he knows , he accuses Creon of plotting with Teiresias against him. Its characterization as well as patterning of
character is superb. The obsession of appearance plays such an important part in Oedipus tragedy that, the play
can be termed as tragedy of appearance in human life. When this terrible truth is revealed, Jocasta hangs
herself, and Oedipus puts out his own eyes and leaves Thebes, going into self-imposed exile so he can free the
Thebans from the plague. There remains something unsettling about its plot structure and its ambiguous
meaning, and that is what lends it its power. The child grows up in the house-hold of a poor man but at the
appropriated time, his identity is discovered by some physical signs or tokens. They're not intended to be
submitted as your own work, so we don't waste time removing every error. Rising activity is seen when
Tiresias starts blaming king Oedipus for killing his father and bringing curse to the nation. This is because
there has been a lethal torment that has cleared Oedipus' nation and his men of the country have come to
Oedipus to ask for assistance. The messenger turns out to be the very shepherd who had looked after an
abandoned child, which he later took to Corinth and gave up to King Polybus for adoption. This is not tragic
error but it is tragic appearance and it is a typical of tragic art in its perfect form. In fact, there is something
mysterious about this play which is really inexplicable. The tremendous sense of inevitability and fate in this
play stems from the fact that all the irrational things have already been done; they are unalterable. He is
looking to act justly. Is Oedipus to blame for what happens to him? The peak of the play is seen when Oedipus
comes to know that his parents were Laius and Jocasta and that it is his father that he killed. Oedipus heard the
prophecy that he would one day murder his father and marry his mother, and so fled from his presumed
parents so as to avoid fulfilling the prophecy. Tragedy is serious, complete, and has magnitude.


