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As you learn more about Arabic grammar you will be able to "guess" the missing short vowels and pronounce
unknown words. Just like the strokes, these extra dots and lines should be placed from right to left. Putting
letters together to form words Now that you know how to write and pronounce individual Arabic letters, let's
take a look at putting them together to form words. Important texts like the Qur'an were frequently memorized
; this practice, which survives even today, probably arose partly to avoid the great ambiguity of the script, and
partly due to the scarcity of books in times when printing was unheard-of in the area and every copy of every
book had to be written by hand. A sentence such as: "The book in the tree is very ugly and rotten. Difficult
These Arabic letters can prove tough to pronounce for beginners. The Arabic grammarians invented the hamza
diacritic sign and used it to mark the glottal stop. However, writing each letter as you learn them will help you
internalize the alphabet much more â€” which will be a lot more beneficial in the long run. In the 7th century,
probably in the early years of Islam while writing down the Qur'an , scribes realized that working out which of
the ambiguous letters a particular letter was from context was laborious and not always possible, so a proper
remedy was required. Contact Welcome to the Basic Arabic Course! Practice using each letter in different
positions in different words so you get used to using each form. The letters which are the same shape have
coloured backgrounds. In Arabic, the letters always retain their sound. The Arabic script is essentially a
cursive script, much like handwritten English. Our program is designed to help you start writing and speaking
as soon as possible. The Arabic alphabet consists of eighteen shapes that express twenty-eight phonetic sounds
with the help of diacritical marks. Punctuation marks were not adopted until the twentieth century. The
alphabet then had 28 letters, and so could be used to write the numbers 1 to 10, then 20 to , then to , then see
Abjad numerals. Reorganization of the alphabet[ edit ] Less than a century later, Arab grammarians
reorganized the alphabet, for reasons of teaching, putting letters next to other letters which were nearly the
same shape. It merely aims to give you a taste of the Arabic language and solid foundations on which to build.


