
WOMEN IN THE ENLIGHTENMENT

The role of women in the Enlightenment is debated. It is acknowledged that women during this era were not considered
of equal status to men, and much of their.

Women at that time often challenge those ideas and started questioning their roles in society. He was clearly
speaking from personal experience, and there is a great deal more research to be done if we are to understand
the full extent to which those conversations took place in a Scottish, as well as an English, accent. It is a
welcome and important addition to historiography on the British Enlightenment, and will be of particular
value to historians of women and gender. The in-depth studies of Macaulay and Wollstonecraft in this text sit
amongst a very detailed, and dense, study of Enlightenment ideologies of gender, history and progress, in
which major and minor writers are examined. Anyone who paid an admission fee would be able to enter and
speak. Writing was an ideal occupation as it was mentally fulfilling, could be done anywhere and was
adaptable to life's circumstances. Because of these gatherings, women were able to think critically, participate
and contribute in society in many ways rather than being becoming caretakers of the households. In the end
what we get is a more complicated picture of gender and the British Enlightenment, in which there is more
grey than black and white. Women were important in this capacity because they took on the role of
salonnieres. Notes See for example essays in Women, Gender and Enlightenment, ed. Often time women were
perceived as the caretakers of the household and mothers of children in the family. The societies were the only
outlet for lower and middle class individuals to express unorthodox views of the time. One of the members of
the Academy released a pamphlet reprimanding misogynist opinions. As the Old Regime began to fail, women
became more prolific in their publications. In order to publish work during most of the Enlightenment, a
married woman had to have written consent from her husband. In this dialogue, as the book makes clear,
Scotland was the dominant partner. During the meal, the focus would be on the discourse between patrons
rather than the dining. Other reviews. This analysis considers their work in a context in which they were
uncharacteristic intellectuals but not women standing alone in a male universe. Women during the
Enlightenment and their contributions December 4, Comments Off on Women during the Enlightenment and
their contributions The Enlightenment era was often viewed as the founder of individualism and rationality.
Sarah Knott and Barbara Taylor Basingstoke,  Out of the salons, women were able to obtain knowledge and
gain literary support. Wollstonecraft believed that educated women could strengthen society and could
intellectually be equivalent to their husband in society. Many modern thinkers at the time like Rousseau often
view women as separate identity and men separate identity. Women in salons were active in ways similar to
women in traditional court society as protectorate s, or socially active as their presence is said to encourage
civil activity and politeness. Her ambition to fight sparked when she was unhappy about how women were
treated in Pre revolution France. Mary Wollstonecraft At that time, women took a more radical approach for
liberty and equal rights. Presbyterianism is included but only briefly and not really in a gendered manner. The
writer Mary Wollstonecraft is often credited as an early feminist of this era. Debating societies were initially
male-dominated, but they developed into mixed-gender organizations and women-only events. Prior to the
Enlightenment, women were not considered of equal status to men in Western society. Jeremy Caradonna
presents evidence to the contrary, showing that 49 of the over prize competitions were won by women. The
women's only debating societies brought to public notice the burgeoning demand for equal education, equal
political rights, and the protection of women's occupations. The important place of women writers within the
Enlightenment canon is demonstrated in chapters four and five where the work of Catherine Macaulay and
Mary Wollstonecraft is, respectively, examined in detail. King's fashionable coffeehouse operated into late
hours of the night and catered to clientele very different from the virtuosi. While the reading habits of men
revolved around silent study, women used reading as a social activity. Also the religious differences between
England and Scotland had a major impact upon 18th-century British politics, possibly affecting the different
nature of female participation in the Scottish Enlightenment as compared to England. There was a meal, and
discourse took place afterwards. By combining the ideas that were created in the public sector to those more
traditional domestic private affairs, such as hosting salons in their houses. This text makes a very important
contribution to the history of the Enlightenment by placing Enlightenment discourses of progress and
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femininity in their religious context, particularly Latitudinarian Anglicanism. Her legacy created a discussion
in women rights that had not been discussed prior to the revolution in France. This narrative has some validity
but it is one-sided and has become increasingly outdated as historians of gender and the Enlightenment seek to
re-write women into the narrative as historical agents â€” as participants within, rather than only as subjects
of, the Enlightenment. Overall, this is a book which aims for, and successfully achieves, a great deal.


