
HAMMURABIS ORGANIZING THE WORLDS FIRST CODE OF LAWS

The Code of Hammurabi is a well-preserved Babylonian code of law of ancient Mesopotamia, dated back to about BC
(Middle Chronology). It is one of the oldest deciphered writings of significant length in the world. .. WikipediaÂ® is a
registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

For example, Semitic cultures succeeding Hammurabi's rule used some of the same laws that were included in
Hammurabi's code. If she did not remarry, she lived on in her husband's house and took a child's share on the
division of his estate, when the children had grown up. Daughters, in the absence of sons, had sons' rights. A
merchant may collect interest of thirty-three and one-third per cent on a loan of grain, and twenty per cent
interest may be charged on a loan of silver. In the case of collision, the boat under way was responsible for
damages to the boat at anchor. The Code fixed his wage. The more important cases, especially those involving
life and death, were tried by a bench of judges. If she had no children, he returned her the dowry, and paid her
a sum equivalent to the bride-price â€” or a mina of silver , if there had been none. The stele was packed up
and shipped to the Louvre in Paris, and within a year it had been translated and widely publicized as the
earliest example of a written legal codeâ€”one that predated but bore striking parallels to the laws outlined in
the Hebrew Old Testament. If he breaks the bone of another, his bone shall be broken. However, its copying in
subsequent generations indicates that it was used as a model of legal and judicial reasoning. The person who
made the accusation is to be put to death, and the accused shall take his house. The Code enacted that if the
father does not, after accepting a man's presents, give him his daughter, he must return the presents doubled.
The child was then adopted to care for the parents' old age. As the city grew, the right to so many days a year
at one or other shrine or its "gate" descended within certain families, and became a kind of property that could
be pledged, rented or shared within the family, but not alienated. It remained the wife's for life, descending to
her children, if any; otherwise returning to her family, when the husband could deduct the bride-price if it had
not been given to her, or return it, if it had. If she has committed adultery, then she shall be executed by being
thrown into the water. The code also includes the earliest known construction laws, designed to align the
incentives of builder and occupant to ensure that builders created safe homes: If a builder builds a house for a
man and does not make its construction firm, and the house which he has built collapses and causes the death
of the owner of the house, that builder shall be put to death. Yet later in his rule, Hammurabi organized a
unique code of laws, the first of its kind, therefore making himself one of the world's most influential leaders.
On his return, the lending merchant must give him a receipt for what was handed over to him. When you
finish reading: Answer the three questions that fallow: What can we learn about Babylonian society about
religion? The Code admits no claim unsubstantiated by documents or the oath of witnesses. During his rule, he
wrote a code of law, which was the first to be translated from cuneiform. Wanting to avoid death is the most
powerful incentive we have. For more information on choosing credible sources for your paper, check out this
blog post. Branding perhaps the equivalent of degradation to slavery was the penalty for slander of a married
woman or vestal. I am the shepherd who brings well-being and abundant prosperity; my rule is just. If the
irrigator neglected to repair his dyke, or left his runnel open and caused a flood, he had to make good the
damage done to his neighbors' crops, or be sold with his family to pay the cost. Gardens or plantations were
leased in the same ways and under the same conditions; but for date groves, four years' free tenure was
allowed. If a son strikes his father, his hand shall be cut off.


