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A mathematician by training, he valued accuracy, precisionâ€”a kind of hardness, even. Everything, for him,
was part of a great, almost cosmic struggle between the qualities he championed and the weaker, softer
qualities that most other people settled for, whether in songs or cars or novels or spouses. How do you get
there? He even seemed to enjoy the fussy pre-dinner dressing up. The themes used in literature were on the
subjects that men would be interested in; combat; warriors, and rulers. Here we go. Main article: Odyssey
Odysseus is probably best known as the eponymous hero of the Odyssey. Odysseus aids Diomedes during the
night operations to kill Rhesus , because it had been foretold that if his horses drank from the Scamander River
, Troy could not be taken. I looked at it awkwardly. The spreading of stories serve to form legends and myths
that can have the effect of shaping a culture. I looked without seeing; I was thinking about the cave. The men,
for the most part, directed the women's lives. As the session began, I tried to elicit ideas from the class about
why the poem might begin this way. True, there were sudden and unexpected softenings that, when I was a
child, I used to wish would come more frequently. We pulled up at the site and found ourselves on the brow of
a barren hill. Because there is very little action that happens in the present, the presence of storytelling within
the Odyssey is something that characterizes it and makes it unique. Odysseus and his men take a wooden
stake, ignite it with the remaining wine, and blind him. He ensures that the letter is found and acquired by
Agamemnon, and also gives hints directing the Argives to the gold. They stay with Aeolus , the master of the
winds, who gives Odysseus a leather bag containing all the winds, except the west wind, a gift that should
have ensured a safe return home. Odysseus discovered Achilles by offering gifts, adornments and musical
instruments as well as weapons, to the king's daughters, and then having his companions imitate the noises of
an enemy's attack on the island most notably, making a blast of a trumpet heard , which prompted Achilles to
reveal himself by picking a weapon to fight back, and together they departed for the Trojan War. The
etymology of the name is unknown. Throughout The Odyssey, Odysseus is driven to many wanderings during
which he sees many wonders and endures many sufferings. She lets him know how he can behave like a true
prince. In the Iliad and Odyssey there are several further epithets used to describe Odysseus. His own hand
was light and dry. Although his first instinct is to shoot Odysseus, his anger is eventually diffused by
Odysseus' persuasive powers and the influence of the gods. These reminders of homeâ€”the words he knew so
well, the echoes of the culture of his pastâ€”reassured him. It is built by Epeius and filled with Greek warriors,
led by Odysseus.


