
HOW TO WRITE A POLICY ADVOCACY PAPER

This essential guide builds on our popular guides on policy paper writing4 and the policy advocacy process5, and is an
important addition to the set of ICPA.

Real inclusion involves restructuring of a school's entire program and requires constant assessment of
practices and results. Depending on your specific topic and assignment, you might combine sections or break
them down into several more specific ones. There should be one system for evaluation of special and regular
educational systems. You may reproduce it for non-commercial use if you use the entire handout and attribute
the source: The Writing Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Effective policy-writing This
handout has emphasized that good policy briefs are clear, concise, and focused on applying credible research
to policy problems. New York: Oxford University Press,  The more knowledge you have, the better prepared
you will be when it comes to write. Consulted or Recommended Sources: These should be reliable sources
that you have used throughout your brief to guide your policy discussion and recommendations. For the
education of children with disabilities this issue is very important both in terms of improving special education
and developing opportunities to study in a regular school. Step 5 Conclude your essay with an emotional
appeal to the readers to emphasize the difference one person can make in the cause, either financially or
through the devotion of time. It may be explained through the fact that inclusionary policy would obviously be
prevented by the unadjusted physical environment, inadequate financing of the schools, to the quality of
teaching, lack of specially adjusted educational programs, social inequality within a society, and lack of
legislative base. Primary and Secondary Education Working Group Policy paper Perspectives of inclusive
education in Russia Elena Iarskaia-Smirnova Summary An urgent need for improvement of quality in primary
and secondary education is articulated in a contemporary educational policy agenda of the Russian
Government. The opening sentence is straightforward; instead of focusing on the source, it makes a clear and
memorable point that is supported by the source. There is a considerable development in elaboration of
legislative acts and educational policies concerning the widening of educational opportunities of persons with
disabilities. Policy briefs often include some of these sections: Title: A good title quickly communicates the
contents of the brief in a memorable way. Financial impact The costs of the structural changes described
aboveâ€”in particular the establishment of a resource center, of training courses, and a pilot inclusive
schoolâ€”can be covered due to the restructuring of budget allocation for residential special schools. Teachers
and support staff must be fully involved in the decision-making, planning and evaluation processes; parents
and students should be involved as partners in the decision-making process. Current restrictions in educational
choices of children with disabilities jeopardize the ability of the state to fulfill its functions and thus may
induce a democratic deficit among the population. Understanding what the problem is, in the clearest terms
possible, will give your reader a reference point. How many people does this issue affect? Among the major
themes of the report are that dermatologic health is essential to general health and well-being and that
profound and consequential dermatologic health disparities exist in the state of Outlandia. While the
conditions of a residential special school can be as comfortable and nurturing as possible, the students are not
adjusted to the post-school independent life. Children with disabilities, especially graduates of the residential
special schools are becoming a part of the least qualified social-professional groups, being on the low status
positions, which do not require quality education or skills, get low income and have the lowest prestige.
Another issue is public attitude towards the inclusion. Proposed action Budget allocation A regional budget
should be planned in order to support a restructuring of a regional school system so that it would include at
least one school that would serve as a pilot project and as a possible model for inclusive educational setting.
This paper gives a brief description of some structural and institutional reform proposals on a regional level
elaborated in the framework of the Primary and Secondary Education Working Group of International
Fellowship Program. Development of personal principles and ability to assume an advocacy role toward their
peers and friends with disabilities 4 Warm and caring friendships 5 Although inclusive education seems likely
to improve children's social development more than their academic achievement, the employment rate for high
school graduates with special needs who had been in segregated programs is lower than for special needs
graduates from integrated programs. The closer the contacts are between the disabled and non-disabled peers,
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the more tolerance is expressed in opinion of school students towards the integration. For example, if you are
writing on behalf of shelters for abused women, you could provide the statistics behind documented spousal
abuse incidents in the country and then mention that women's shelters rely on the funding from volunteers to
function. Some stakeholders might be reluctant to accept your policy change or even acknowledge the
existence of the problem, which is why your brief must be convincing in its use of evidence and clear in its
communication. Targeted education and other support could improve the situation. They would necessarily
conflict with the interests of the political forces and educational authorities concerned with the special
education for the disabled children. One of such residential schools, which acquired a lot of important
experience and methods of special education, can be developed into the Resource Centers for Inclusive
Education. Training courses Financial support to the local pilot project of inclusive school should be coupled
with training courses for teachers and school social workers. However, policy briefs are distinctive in several
ways. Principal criticisms of current practice of education of children with disabilities are as follows: 1 The
part of teachers don't expect the special-ed children to succeed, and unwittingly fulfill their own prophecy.
Knowing the extent of the problem helps to frame the policy issue for your reader. Reform of the existing
special school programs It is necessary to work toward unifying the special education and regular education
systems. Advocacy essays could be used as a call for action or intended to simply raise awareness on a social
issue. Undesirable in itself, this also interferes with learning. You need a policy brief.


