
A LOOK AT GREAT PHILOSOPHERS THAT EXISTED DURING THE

ENLIGHTENMENT

The Age of Enlightenment was an intellectual and philosophical movement that dominated the . The ideas of the
Enlightenment played a major role in inspiring the French Revolution, which began in freedom and political authority, as
well as map out a view of the public sphere through private and public reason.

On the other hand, Condillac held that everything including reflection comes from sensation, that is a
radicalization of Locke's thought about the origin of the internal perception. Deism or natural religion of
various sorts tends to rely on the claim that reason or human experience supports the hypothesis that there is a
supreme being who created or authored the world. There is a lot to be said for this conclusion, and an
examination of how science is being used by commentators does seem to greatly support it, although that's a
highly controversial conclusion. Rationalists, who lived primarily in continental Europe, argued that senses
were untrustworthy and knowledge came from the mind, through conceiving of or intuiting ideas, according to
Loyola University New Orleans. The opposition between philosophy rationalism and religion set up by Bayle
created an anti-religious movement against Christianity as well as prepared for the development of the 18th
Century philosophy. For Kant, the moral order is not independent of our will, but rather represents the formal
constraints of willing as such. The notion of humans as neither good nor bad but interested principally in
survival and the maximization of their own pleasure led to radical political theories. Adam Smith , a close
friend of Hume, was a Scottish philosopher and economist most famous for his theory of the "invisible hand of
the market," according to the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Hume also famously questions the
justification of inductive reasoning and causal reasoning. The original Protestant assertion initiates a crisis of
authority regarding religious belief, a crisis of authority that, expanded and generalized and even, to some
extent, secularized, becomes a central characteristic of the Enlightenment spirit. The only way to educate a
child toward freedom is, according to Rousseau, to educate him or her by freedom. For full treatment, see
Europe, history of: The Enlightenment. Naturally, the critical, questioning attitude characteristic of the
Enlightenment in general is directed against the arguments on which natural religion is based. This paradigm
holds that while the God created the universe, science defined it, and it is through science that humans can
understand it, according to Indiana University Northwest. Enlightenment approach to science The
Enlightenment and the Scientific Revolution "saw a vast expansion in our knowledge about the world, and in
the accuracy of this knowledge," said UK-based historian and writer Robert Wilde. In that sense he did not
disagree with Copernicus. This means that against the simplistic mechanistic view of nature, Diderot sought to
discover the principle based on the organism like Leibniz. Christian thinkers gradually found uses for their
Greco-Roman heritage. Both lines of thought were eventually opposed by a conservative
Counter-Enlightenment , which sought a return to faith. The True: Science, Epistemology and Metaphysics in
the Enlightenment In this era dedicated to human progress, the advancement of the natural sciences is regarded
as the main exemplification of, and fuel for, such progress. Such a methodology was most spectacularly
achieved in the sciences and mathematics , where the logics of induction and deduction made possible the
creation of a sweeping new cosmology. Start your free trial today for unlimited access to Britannica.
Additionally, Locke argues that one person cannot enslave another because it is morally reprehensible,
although he introduces a caveat by saying that enslavement of a lawful captive in time of war would not go
against one's natural rights. Jean Jacques Rousseau wrote an article for Encyclopedia on the political economy.


