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Using a close analysis of the characters' traits, actions and considers how Shakespeare presents Goneril, Regan and
Edmund as the Goneril and Regan, King Lear's two elder daughters, and Edmund, View images from this item (6)
showing Edmund tricking Gloucester into thinking that Edgar is.

Unfairly convicted, Edgar has everything good in his life taken away. Due to these clear parallels the choice of
Edmund and Edgar as names may have been a nod by Shakespeare to the continued story of the Scottish
throne following the events of Macbeth. Like Shylock and his "Has not a Jew eyes? Silent Sadist Why doesn't
Edgar tell his father who he really is? When King Lear invites his daughters to tell him how much they love
him, Goneril and Regan are only too willing to play along. Later on in the play when Edmund has successfully
captured Cordeila and Lear, he orders one of his soldiers to kill them. Please click here for more on Cordelia.
Although Cordelia's role in the play is minor appearing on stage only in the first and final act , she is
ever-present in the minds of readers as the symbol of virtue and mercy, in stark contrast to her sisters, Goneril
and Regan. He schemes against both his father and his half-brother, Edgar. Later, Edmund shows no
hesitation, nor any concern about killing the king or Cordelia. He claims that the two of them were plotting his
death. Uncover new sources by reviewing other students' references and bibliographies Inspire new
perspectives and arguments or counterarguments to address in your own essay Read our Academic Honor
Code for more information on how to use and how not to use our library. There are also reasons that Edgar
might not reveal himself to his father that have nothing to do with cruelty. Click the character infographic to
download. The injustice of Edmund's situation fails to justify his subsequent actions, although at the opening
of the play when Gloucester explains Edmund's illegitimacy in his hearing to Kent, with coarse jokes, the
audience can initially feel sympathetic towards him, until his true character is revealed. How to cite this
article: Mabillard, Amanda. Both sisters are also cruel in their treatment of other characters. Edmund, Edgar's
illegitimate brother, easily manipulates the trusting Edgar, and succeeds in getting Edgar falsely accused of
plotting to kill their father. According to Cavell, by refusing to tell his father his identity, Edgar denies
Gloucester the chance to "see him in his touch" and say he "had eyes again. The envious Goneril poisons
Regan, and then stabs herself. Their actions, in both the main plot and the sub-plot of the play, run in parallel
with each other, and bring about the downfall and eventual death of both Lear and Gloucester.


