
USE OF MEDICATION IN SOCIAL CARE

Unit Support use of medication in social care settings (HSC ) Outcome 1 Understand the legislative framework for the
use of medication in social.

Solid dose oral formulations are made either as tablets or capsules, and are formulated to aid compliance and
reduce adverse effects. As carers, it is very important to check the prescription before its dispensed and to
check the dispensed medication and MAR chart to ensure it is correct before we administer the medication.
There are a number of inhalers available also such as dry powder inhalers, aerosols and nebules; these come in
various preparations including evohalers, accuhaler, autohalers and turbohalers. Outcome 9 states that to
provide personalised care to individuals who use services, the treatment and care given must be supported by
clear procedures which must be followed in practice. This regulation defines the class of person authorized to
supply and possess Controlled Drugs in line with their professional duties. The provider carried out an internal
investigation which identified that senior staff in the home had failed to follow policies and procedures when
booking in medicines. Dealing with MAR charts is a way of maintaining confidentiality. The Medicines Act
allows the administration of a prescribed medicine by a third party in accordance with the prescription for that
individual with the exception of injections. Another issue can be based on personal or religious beliefs.
Describe materials and equipment that can assist in administering medication â€” There are varieties of
medical devices to enable people to take their medications. Covert administration is not acceptable in these
circumstances. NHS prescriptions are normally written out by a doctor before being dispensed by the
community pharmacist or a dispensing doctor. Everything that is given out must match what is printed on the
MAR sheet and must be signed for after administration. Spacers are also used to help deliver the medication
from the inhaler. We should observe the individual and document all adverse reactions and what actions we
have taken. We should treat the symptoms following medical advice or take the individual to hospital. A
prescription is valid for 13 weeks from the date it is written with the only exception being for a prescription
for controlled drugs which is valid for 28 days from the date it is written. The provider and manager failed to
order a new prescription after the 18 days. If the individual does have the capacity to make their own decisions
then they have the right to refuse their medication and this must be respected but should also be recorded and
reported to their doctor and to seniors or line managers. This is not a decision that families can make on behalf
of someone. All individuals must be risk assessed as capable before they can self- administer their medication
and a written self-administration risk assessment policy should be made available to check against. Over the
counter or pharmacy medicines OTC or PO : these are available only from a registered pharmacist but without
a prescription. Outline the legal classification system for medication â€” The classification of medicines are all
related to The Medicines Act , while working with medication it is good to have an understanding and
working knowledge of the common types of medications. Unfortunately, medicines errors are common, but
you can do something to reduce the risk. We normally get our prescriptions from our doctors or dentists and
sometimes from a nurse or a pharmacist. Explain how and why policies and procedures or agreed ways of
working must reflect and incorporate legislative requirements. This allows us to administer to individuals that
we support. Adverse effects are unexpected or unwanted reactions to a medication. Outcome 5 Be able to
receive, store and dispose of medication supplies safely O5. When the individual has taken the medication the
MAR chart should be completed by recording the quantity given. Medications are injected in the fat layer
under the skin. The procedures should be monitored and reviewed and should explain how up to date
medicines information and clinical reference sources are made available. This medication can be given once or
twice a day and should never be crushed. Again, all oral preparations must be shaken before measuring out the
prescribed dose. All liquid preparations must be shaken before they are measured out, this is especially
important for suspensions. People should know about the medicines before they decide to take them, and they
should also know about the potential consequences if they refuse them. Outcome 3 Understand roles and
responsibilities in the use of medication in social care settings O3. These can be administered for certain
medical conditions for a maximum number of doses per day for a set period of time usually 48 hours. In
March the service was re-rated as good. We need to consider the suitability of the medication when using this
route of administration including drug-drug interactions and drug-food interactions and should be support3ed



USE OF MEDICATION IN SOCIAL CARE

by documentation. Self-medication or active participation is when an individual want to take their medication
themselves. The service was rated as requires improvement for the three key questions about safe, effective
and well-led.


