
ESSAY ON THE LORD OF THE FLIES SYMBOLISM

Symbolism - Throughout the novel, Lord of the Flies, Golding uses many images and symbols to portray evil and
destruction. One of the main symbols is the beast, and it destroys the relationships of the boys and is the main symbol
of evil. The conch on the other hand, is the symbol.

Throughout the novel the meaning and purpose of the symbols changed. At one end of the island, where the
plane carrying the boys most likely crashed, there is a "long scar smashed into the jungle" p. Golding's
description of the slaughtered animal's head on a spear is very graphic and even frightening. When Ralph
blows the shell to remind the boys of civilization, they throw rocks at him and, finally, civilization comes to an
abrupt end when the shell is destroyed. I'm part of you? Because of the team work it takes to keep the fire
going, it makes us realise the teamwork and unity of the boys at the beginning of the novel. At the end of this
scene, the immense evil represented by this powerful symbol can once again be seen as Simon faints after
looking into the wide mouth of the pig and seeing "blackness within, a blackness that spread" p. When the
flames dance brightly, it shows the enthusiasm they hold for the idea of being rescued. The Beast, or The Lord
of the Flies, from which the novel's title is taken , represents the devil. Finally, after Jack forms his own tribe
of savages, he and two of his followers ambush Ralph, Piggy, and Samneric, and in the midst of "a vicious
snarling in the mouth of the shelter and the plunge and thump of living things," Piggy's specs are stolen,
leaving him virtually blind p. Those hunts can be interpreted as symbolizing the boys' primal urges or even
anarchy. Simon represents the purity and natural goodness existing in humanity. The introduction of the Beast
signals the beginning of savagery, and as the boys grow more savage their belief in the beast increases
correspondingly. The first symbol, which is used all throughout the book, is the symbol of the Conch. We
must make a fire  While these three represent the goodness existing in humanity, Jack and Roger symbolize
evil. It was used that way when Piggy was the first one to see the Conch and Piggy was the one who knew
what it was and instructed Ralph on how to use it. When the boys reach the climax of their savagery they
begin worshipping the Beast and attributing inhuman qualities, such as shape-shifting, to it, and their savagery
increases to the point where they kill an innocent boy. But then even though he always wanted to help his
fellow boys he is brutally and with out feeling murdered just like one of the real pigs. Setting played a big role
in this story; there were three main parts to the island. Also, during a later celebration over another successful
hunt, the boys become carried away while reenacting the slaughter. For example in the popular. The crowd
gives a "wild whoop" when Jack rebukes Ralph, saying "Bollocks to the rules! However, when the rock causes
both of these to cease to exist, all order on the island is brought to an end, and the boys, who express no
regrets over the death of Piggy, have fully become savages. The evil within the boys has more effect on their
existence as they spend more time on the island, isolated from the rest of society, and this decline is portrayed
by Piggy's specs. The devil is the source of all evil. Throughout the novel Golding does a magnificent job of
symbolism. William Golding uses three specific literary devices to convey this idea; characterization, diction
and symbolism. The boys paint their faces with mud and other such materials. The littluns represent the
common people and the older kids play the role of the noblemen. William Golding showed in his ground
breaking novel Lord of the Flies, what may happen in just those circumstances. At the same time in the story
when the conch began to loose power, Jack's painted face mask begins it's ascension to power as the most
powerful symbol on the island behind the fire. The second symbol Golding uses to develop the theme is the
fire. As a result, it became an international language and still permeates the society. He can hold when he is
speaking  Jack shows the power-hungry and savage end of society while Roger represents brutality and
bloodlust. Near the end of the poem, Taylor gives off a joyous and happy expression in the death of his
children, almost coming across as grateful for the passing of his children. As long as the fire continues
burning, it suggests not only that the boys want to return to society, but also that they are still using their
intellectual capacity. In the novel, the stick and the skull the physical manifestation of the Lord the Flies , is
circumambulated by flies, signifying the worship of evil. In the very first chapter of the story, the conch was
found on the beach. For example, Ralph and Simon are kind to those younger than them, proving their
civilized attitudes. In fact, since the jungle is the lair of the beast, it, too, symbolizes the darkness naturally
present within humans that is capable of ruling their lives. They may have seen us we might have gone home



ESSAY ON THE LORD OF THE FLIES SYMBOLISM

70! In this novel, boys are completely isolated from civilization and rules.


