
HENRY DAVID THOREAU NATURE WRITING AMERICA

Henry David Thoreau was an American essayist, poet, and philosopher. A leading transcendentalist, Thoreau is best
known for his book Walden, a reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings, .. Today, Thoreau is regarded as one
of the foremost American writers, both for the modern clarity of his prose style and the.

Another example of this fact would be the fact that the railroad is clearly visible from Walden Pond. Fact
Check We strive for accuracy and fairness. Nature and human existence[ edit ] Most of the luxuries and many
of the so-called comforts of life are not only not indispensable, but positive hindrances to the elevation of
mankind. I wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow of life. It was the first railroad to come through
that section of Massachusetts, and it is an image that often recurs in our thinking about Thoreau. Later,
Thoreau converted the pencil factory to produce plumbago, a name for graphite at the time, which was used in
the electrotyping process. He clearly was thinking about simplicity in the face of the increasing complexity of
modern life. In works by writers from Crevecoeur to Wendell Berry, John Muir to Aldo Leopold, Rachel
Carson to Leslie Silko, Mary Austin to Edward Abbey, he examines enduring environmental themes such as
the dream of relinquishment, the personification of the nonhuman, an attentiveness to environmental cycles, a
devotion to place, and a prophetic awareness of possible ecocatastrophe. Return to Concord, â€”[ edit ] The
traditional professions open to college graduatesâ€”law, the church, business, medicineâ€”did not interest
Thoreau, [28] so in he took a leave of absence from Harvard, during which he taught school in Canton,
Massachusetts. Petersburg in Russia. He wrote letters and journal entries until he became too weak to
continue. Thoreau managed the boat so perfectly, either with two paddles or with one, that it seemed instinct
with his own will, and to require no physical effort to guide it. The sun is but a morning star. He rediscovered
the process of making good pencils with inferior graphite by using clay as the binder. As a biographer of
Brown put it, "If, as Alfred Kazin suggests, without John Brown there would have been no Civil War, we
would add that without the Concord Transcendentalists, John Brown would have had little cultural impact.
The company's other source of graphite had been Tantiusques , a mine operated by Native Americans in
Sturbridge, Massachusetts. Thoreau's studies of nature were equally radical in their own way, earning him the
moniker of "father of environmentalism. One person among them stops keeping pace because the sound in the
distance catches his ear. Emerson urged Thoreau to contribute essays and poems to a quarterly periodical, The
Dial , and lobbied the editor, Margaret Fuller, to publish those writings. His allusions to the Mexican War, to
Mr. The anthology includes a detailed chronology of the environmental movement and American
environmental history, as well as an page portfolio of illustrations. Published in , Walden; or, Life in the
Woods espoused living a life close to nature. The book was a modest success, but it wasn't until much later
that the book reached a larger audience. He jested that all he got from this adventure "was a cold". This is a
transcript from the video series Emerson, Thoreau, and the Transcendentalist Movement. He had tuberculosis,
which he had contracted decades earlier. In this lecture, first presented to a cattle show in Concord, and
considered his greatest contribution to ecology, Thoreau explained why one species of tree can grow in a place
where a different tree did previously. He wrote in Walden, "The practical objection to animal food in my case
was its uncleanness; and besides, when I had caught and cleaned and cooked and eaten my fish, they seemed
not to have fed me essentially. This is another remarkable passage in which Emerson describes what he means
by a Transcendentalist. His philosophy required that he be a didactic arbitrator between the wilderness he
based so much on and the spreading mass of humanity in North America.


