
A LOOK AT THE MORAL PHILOSOPHY OF UTILITARIANISM AND ITS

PERSPECTIVE OF LIFE

Its answer is that he ought to act so as to produce the best consequences . A hedonistic theory of the value of life is
found in the early 5th century BC in the ethics of a British â€œmoral senseâ€• theorist, more clearly held a Utilitarian
view. He not.

This is distinct from the view that a pain or pleasure based on a false belief should be discounted. With duties,
on Mill's view, it is important that we get compliance, and that justifies coercion. Clearly not. It involves our
saying that, even if the total quantity of pleasure in each was exactly equal, yet the fact that all the beings in
the one possessed, in addition knowledge of many different kinds and a full appreciation of all that was
beautiful or worthy of love in their world, whereas none of the beings in the other possessed any of these
things, would give us no reason whatever for preferring the former to the latter. Throughout the s and s,
articles were published both for and against the new form of utilitarianism, and through this debate the theory
we now call rule utilitarianism was created. Utilitarians could conceivably support any political position, so
long as they believed that doing so would be the bring about the highest utility. And with this, not all humans
are free. Extrapolating from the example used above, we have people who advocate telling the truth, or what
they believe to be the truth, even if the effects are bad because the truth is somehow misused by others. It is
responsible for formulating and, if necessary, reformulating the general moral rules. And thus a Utilitarian
may reasonably desire, on Utilitarian principles, that some of his conclusions should be rejected by mankind
generally; or even that the vulgar should keep aloof from his system as a whole, in so far as the inevitable
indefiniteness and complexity of its calculations render it likely to lead to bad results in their hands.
Unfortunately, this argument actually hides some fairly broad psychological assumptions. In other words: Mill
differentiates between the objectively right act and the morally right act. A descriptive idea attempts to explain
or describe reality as it actually is. This idea of moral responsibility does not seem far-fetched. A person's
individual salvation, her eternal happiness, depended on conformity to God's will, as did virtue itself.
Similarly, the vicious person is one who exemplifies the wrong sorts of mental states, affections, and so forth.
Those who believe in informed preferences believe that people do not always choose what would be best for
them. Utilitarianism requires Agent-Neutrality â€” you must look at the situation as any neutral observer
would and not give special preference to anyone irrespective of your emotional attachments, because each
individual must count for one and no more than one. However, Mill introduces a quality criterion for pleasure.
Smart as the title to his reply to Popper [59] in which he argued that the principle would entail seeking the
quickest and least painful method of killing the entirety of humanity. Mill believes that the breach of the rule
is wrong because it is actually harmful. In order to understand the Utilitarian position, it helps to consider an
example. The reason that this creates a policy dilemma is because the production and the distribution of wealth
are not independent of each other. In this, he was well ahead of his time, and in large part, I would think,
because of his embrace of utilitarianism. The essential difference is in what determines whether or not an
action is the right action. Such a concept of justice would require that, under some circumstances, justice
should be promoted even if it was not in fact what anyone involved wants. Modern Utilitarians are less in
favor of radical reform, but this is largely because of a much greater awareness that more modest but effective
changes can have better results. Prescriptive ideas are not necessarily similar to normative ideals, because
aiming to bring about an ideal in the most straightforward or direct manner may not be the most effective way
to get nearer to it. To some people, Utilitarianism seems to be the only ethical philosophy which is obviously
correct. Philosophers may pursue knowledge as their ultimate goal; others value virtue, fame or wealth.


