
THE LIFE OF ALFRED BINET

Alfred Binet, (born July 8, , Nice, Franceâ€”died October 18, , Paris), French psychologist who played a dominant role in
the development of experimental psychology in France and who made fundamental contributions to the measurement of
intelligence. Between and he.

Then his intellectual interests shifted entirely. He was particularly interested in sensory psychology, and he
found inspiration in the books of John Stuart Mill, Symeon Vouteros, and Theodule Ribot. Thus, when a
person studied can retain seven figures after a single audition, one can class him, from the point of his memory
for figures, after the individual who retains eight figures under the same conditions, and before those who
retain six. It investigated the cognitive facilities of chess masters. The procedures which I have indicated will,
if perfected, come to classify a person before or after such another person, or such another series of persons;
but I do not believe that one may measure one of the intellectual aptitudes in the sense that one measures a
length or a capacity. Unfortunately, Charcot's conclusions did not hold up under professional scrutiny, and
Binet was forced to make an embarrassing public admission that he had been wrong in supporting his teacher.
Spearman , p. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Unfortunately, Charcot's conclusions did not hold up
under professional scrutiny, and Binet was forced to make an embarrassing public admission that he had been
wrong in supporting his teacher. Although Binet received his license to practice law in , he decided to follow
his father into medicine. In Binet made the discovery that brought him fame. This work was later published,
noting in particular how well the girls were able to make distinctions between the relative sizes of collections.
Children of various racial and economic backgrounds were compared with one another, and the results of the
test were used to make generalizations about groups of people. While directing the Laboratory, Theodore
Simon applied to do doctoral research under Binet's supervision. He studied sexual behavior, coining the term
erotic fetishism to describe individuals whose sexual interests in nonhuman objects, such as articles of
clothing, [8] and linking this to the after-effects of early impressions in an anticipation of Freud. Richard J.
Siegler, R. Binet was forthright about the limitations of his scale. In , Binet was appointed the director of the
lab and he remained in this position until his death in  The title was actually honorific, for practically no salary
was attached to it. Binet's research with his daughters helped him to further refine his developing conception
of intelligence, especially the importance of attention span and suggestibility in intellectual development. This
research presages that done by Jean Piaget just a short time later, regarding the development of cognition in
children. Alcan,  Alfred Binet's Contributions to Psychology Today, Alfred Binet is often cited as one of the
most influential psychologists in history. In , he was awarded a doctorate in natural sciences from Sorbonne.
While Binet was developing his mental scale, the business, civic, and educational leaders in the U. Their
marriage broke up when Binet was still a small child, and it was his father who was largely responsible for his
upbringing and early education. Here, this paradoxical recommendation to make a hotchpot was actually
adopted in practice. Palmer Ed. His concern with individual differences led him to propose a technique for
assessing the variability of a particular trait, either over a population or for a single individual over time. In ,
Binet married Laure Balbiani. Fancher,  Binet also educated himself by reading psychology texts at the
National Library in Paris. For example, a 6 year-old child who passed all the tasks usually passed by 6
year-olds--but nothing beyond--would have a mental age that exactly matched his chronological age, 6.


