
OUR ENVIRONMENT WHY CLEAN AIR IS

Breathing clean air can contribute to your health and well-being. more polluted than the air outside according to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.

Women and children, who tend to spend more time indoors, are affected the most. Up to , missed work or
"sick" days were estimated to be avoided each year beginning in , enhancing productivity and lowering health
care costs for American families. The joint efforts by Parties to both agreements have thus contributed to the
enjoyment of the right to breathe clean air. Even the low benefits estimate exceeds costs by about 3-to The
pollutant that affects people the most is particulate matter often abbreviated to PM and used as a measure for
air pollution. Celebrating this year the 40th anniversary of the Convention, Parties are keen to cooperate with
other regions to ascertain common challenges and to exchange experiences on clean air policies. EPA's first
steps to reduce harmful greenhouse gas pollution focused on motor vehicles. This has led to significant
achievements, including reductions of emissions by 40 to 80 per cent, recovery of forest soils and lakes, and
the prevention of , premature death annually. For example, the platform is working on techniques to more
accurately attribute air pollution coming from different sources of pollution. EPA, , using the subset of
benzene monitoring stations that have sufficient data to assess trends since  The study projects that the
beneficial economic effects of these two improvements alone more than offset the expenditures for pollution
control. These reductions, along with the NOx reductions from federal motor vehicle standards, are
responsible for substantial improvement in ozone levels across the eastern United States. Lower air pollution
levels mean less damage to the health of ecosystems. Top of Page Mobile and industrial pollution sources
release far less toxic air pollution than in  At the same time, effective public participation in decision-making
and transparency have proven to be the key drivers for promoting better air quality. Top of Page The Act has
prompted deployment of clean technologies, and has helped provide impetus for technology innovations that
reduce emissions and control costs. Actions to protect the stratospheric ozone layer will save millions of
American lives from skin cancer between and  Twelve New England and mid-Atlantic states and the District
of Columbia -- the Ozone Transport Region created by the Amendments -- worked together to create a
nitrogen oxides NOx Budget Program and to adopt other controls that help improve ozone levels throughout
the region. Top of Page Power plants have cut emissions that cause acid rain and harm public health. Soiling
by soot and particulate matter may also be of importance. Top of Page Interstate air pollution has been
reduced. Video: How air pollution impacts your body How dirty is the air where you live? III, E. The EPA
report received extensive review and input from the Council on Clean Air Compliance Analysis, an
independent panel of distinguished economists, scientists and public health experts established by Congress in 
Between the to and to observation periods, wet deposition of sulfate which causes acidification decreased by
more than 55 percent on average across the eastern United States. Top of Page New power plants and factories
use modern pollution control technology. Why: Air pollutants take a steep toll on human health. The World
Green Building Council is working to combat the contribution to global air pollution from the built
environment. Top of Page The scenic vistas in our national parks are clearer due to reductions in
pollution-caused haze. This means that as new, cleaner facilities are built, the country's industrial base
becomes cleaner overall. In , EPA finalized findings that GHG emissions from certain classes of engines used
in aircraft contribute to the air pollution that causes climate change endangering public health and welfare
under section a of the Clean Air Act. These requirements are applied through pre-construction permitting
programs that are administered by state, local, tribal, or EPA permitting authorities, depending on the location.
What are the challenges? Our specific goals are; Reduce ambient outdoor emissions: Operational emissions:
Reduce the impact of the built environment on global air pollution by limiting emissions of greenhouse gases
and short-lived climate pollutants to benefit human health, the natural environment, and limit the sectoral
contribution on climate change. This platform whose diverse membership includes researchers, civil society,
UN agencies and other partner institutions reviews the data on air quality and health.


