
THOREAU ESSAYS SELF RELIANCE

"Man is his own star; and the soul that can. Render an honest and a perfect man, Commands all light, all influence, all
fate; Nothing to him falls early or too late.

This may have to do with a refusal of life in the existing modern society - "still we live meanly, like ants" But
being misunderstood by other people and, as the consequence, rejected by society is among the things the
self-reliant individual has to bear: "For nonconformity the world whips you with its displeasure" Reuben, Paul
P. Emerson makes no restrictions to the degree to which self-realization may be legitimated. History[ edit ]
The first hint of the philosophy that would become "Self-Reliance" was presented by Ralph Waldo Emerson
as part of a sermon in September a month after his first marriage. All these considerations exclude the question
of the effects of self-reliant behavior on other people. Throughout his life, Emerson kept detailed journals of
his thoughts and actions, and he looked back at them as a source for Self-Reliance. Walden is the most
consequent attempt in the literature of the Transcendentalists to promote self-reform in isolation from society.
The idea of solitude in nature is very dominant in transcendentalist literature. For example, Emerson wrote a
poem with the pseudo-German-Romantic title Waldeinsamkeit that begins with a praise of solitude in the
woods: I do not count the hours I spend In wandering by the sea; The forest is my loyal friend, Like God it
useth me27 Nevertheless, Emerson and others restricted their solitude in nature to long walks after which they
returned to their home. American Transcendentalism. But I was at the same time conscious of a slight insanity
in my mood, and seemed to foresee my recovery. Thoreau's Politics of the Upright Man. Richard Chase writes
that for Melville, 'Deathâ€”spiritual, emotional, physicalâ€”is the price of self-reliance when it is pushed to the
point of solipsism, where the world has no existence apart from the all-sufficient self. Conclusion The content
of the paper can be summarized as follows: Self-reliance is an central conception within American
Transcendentalist thought. Therefore, Thoreau chose not only simple life in nature, but he chose a place which
was remote from any other human being. Although it takes different forms, the independence of the individual
from society is the fundamental idea behind both. Rowohlt Monographie. His inference is: "We must go alone
I am naturally no hermit, but might possibly sit out the sturdiest frequenter of the bar-room, if my business
called me thither. A group of New England intellectuals, called the 'Transcendental Club', met occasionally at
Emerson's house from on. Walden: or, Life in the Woods. This idea of subjectivity is inherent in American
Transcendentalism. Emerson can therefore be regarded as the father of the term "self-reliance", but as a
concept self-reliance is rooted in other central ideas of American Transcendentalism. I learned that all from
her and then some.


